PART vi: 1776
see you in London.' He said, {We shall hasten back from
Taylor's.5
Mrs Lucy Porter and some other ladies of the place talked
a great deal of him when he was out of the room, not only
with veneration but affection. It pleased me to find that he
was so much beloved in his native city.
In the evening we went to the Town-hall, which was con-
verted into a temporary theatre, and saw Theodosiiis, with
The Stratford Jubilee. I was happy to see Dr Johnson sitting
in a conspicuous part of the pit, and receiving affectionate
homage from all his acquaintance. We were quite gay and
merry. I afterwards mentioned to him that I condemned my-
self for being so, when poor Mr and Mrs Thrale were in such
distress. JOHNSON. *You are wrong, Sir; twenty years hence
Mr and Mrs Thrale will not suffer much pain from the death
of their son. Now, Sir, you are to consider, that distance of
place, as well as distance of time, operates upon the human
feelings. I would not have you be gay in the presence of the
distressed, because it would shock them; but you may be gay
at a distance. Pain for the loss of a friend, or of a relation
whom we love, is occasioned by the want which we feel. In
time the vacuity is filled with something else; or, sometimes
the vacuity closes up of itself.'
Here I shall record some fragments of my friend's con-
versation during this jaunt.
'Never speak of a man in his own presence. It is always in-
delicate, and maybe offensive.9
Questioning is not the mode of conversation among gen-
tlemen. It is assuming a superiority, and it is particularly
wrong to question a man concerning himself. There may be
parts of his former life which he may not wish to be made
known to other persons, or even brought to his own recollec-
tion.'
CA man should be careful never to tell tales of himself to
his own disadvantage. People may be amused and laugh at
the time, but they will be remembered, and brought out
against him upon some subsequent occasion.9
On Tuesday, March 26, there came for us an equipage
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